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N ST ANDS FO R NO THI NG 

How such a large body of apparently cultured men ana women - the 
Chessplayers of the United States - could come to adopt the letter ”N M 
in place of the perfectly acceptable "Kt”, as an abbreviation for the 
"Knight" is something of a mystery to tho writer. True, one letter 
is better than two in any abbreviation, though tho Russians still 
struggle along with Kp for King, but why choose an N? - a choice that 
rides roughshod over tradition and ignores both chess history and the 
etymology of the word "Knight". 


Historically, the Knight was a soldier on horseback. Many Chess 
sc-ts, especially tho Chinese and the Florentine, depict tho piece as 
such. Less elaborate sets, such as the Staunton, have reduced the 
^ piece to a. symbolic horse's head, just as the castled elephant (once 
a shipJ ) has been reduced to a castle, i,o have no argument with such 
reductions as, in reduction, an elephant's backside looks much the 
same as a horse's. But I digress. One of the most beautiful modern 
sots by prize-winning sculptor Peter Ganinc, who has cleverly woven 
sexual symbolism into the designs of the King's and Queen's headpieces, 
depicts the Knight, not as a, horse or horse's head, but as the hclmctcd 
head of tho Knight, that is, tho man who sits on the horse. At any 
rate, it is clear that there is unIvors"! acceptance of tho horse or 
hors omr.n mo t i f. 





























■ S ,i 


SR 






N STANDS FOR NOTHING (Continued) 

* 

How is tho Knight designated in lr.ngur.gcs other thr.n English? 
French 


■ ' . 


C for Cavalier (horseman). Also note Chcvr.l 
(horse) r.nd chcvr.l lor (knight) Also begin 
with tho letter C. It- is interesting to 
note that the French use r. word for horsemen 
r.nd not the word "chcvrlior" for knight. 



*' -WmM 
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Spanish 


C for ■ Cr.br.llo (horse), 
horseman, 


,iso note caballcro. 


y.ir-'.J 


Portuguese 

Italian 

Gormm 

Dutch 


C for Cr.vr.llc (horse). Also note cavaleiro. 
horsemen. 

C for Cr.vr.llo(horse) ' 


of the- word ’’horse". 


S for Springer (r. jumping horse) 

P for Pr.r.rd (Horse) 

r.nd so on - universal acceptance 


; 






Then why should not the English-speaking people adopt the letter 
"H" for horse or horseman, instead of the ridiculous N which stands 
fur Night, Nothing, or Nonsense.' The only words I could find that ha.d 
any connection with a hor#e and tho initial "N 1 ’ were Nag and Nosebag I 
Arc wo to brand ourselves as a Nation of illiterates? In the main, 

while there arc a few exceptions, mainly among British Choss .magazines 
that have a wide U.S. following, the British have stuck to thoir "Kt", 
And, personally, because I still wineo when I write or read ”N" for 
Knight, I will continue to order tho (cheaper) British editions of chess 
books with thoir "Kts". 


m 


Fooling that, after a 25 hiatus away from Clioss, I might bo talking 
about something that was ancient history or ancient controversy, I asked 


hr. Fred K. V/ren, the friendly editor of "Chess Life", if he could 


enlighten no on this subject. He agrees with me that "PI" is an 


obvious substitute but is sorry that I d.ploro tho use of the phonetic 

"N” - Hnw hnr>r. wn hr'Trn r r> 1 11 ~ 1 Phnnr t.Wo 


Now here we have 


clu 


Phonetics . 


hr. Viren also gave me some of the arguments in its favor, when it was 
blessed and a.doptod by "Chess Review" some 20 years ago. Apparently 
there was a grave tendency on the part of printers to transpose "Kt " 


Ui J Jll U \J _L J-f-lLfWJ. o w Ui eVTl S f) ( 

and "K". "H", according to Mr. Mron, was not given serious consideration 

" T --" while "N" ' ' ‘ 


m 


duo to its sinillarity to both "K" and "R" while "N" was supposed to be 
distinctive. Nov/, to my way of thinking, there is almost no 

difference to tho initials "H" and "N". In fact, "N" l'cks a lot more 
like an "A" than an "H" does. So, I would still think that the letter 
"II" should be adopted and the present "N" " 


I ail pleased to find I am apparently not the only one who thinks this, 
Mr. 0. Southard, Editor of "Leaves of Chess", the magazine I would be 
proudest to be Editor, uses "Kt" in the descriptive system, "H" in the 
algebraic system., I am sure you will never sec "Loaves of Choss" 


using "N 





continued somewhere else.... 



Wonderful wort her brought out the Chess fens at Son one,, r.nd the 
Eighth Annuel Chess Festival attendance broke r.ll previous records 
with 220 players I A group of five players flew in from Solar,, 

California, to pert ic ip etc in the exhibition given by Jerry Spann, 
President of the United States Chess Federation {end so hendsono r.ll 
the women were swooning). The trophies for coning the furthest 

(fr.rthcst ?) distmeo were won by Enbroc Reynolds of Marysville, end 
Hr, end Mrs, E, Burling me of Fhocnix. The Ce.rroll Ogdon G-roup of 
Sr.n Francisco won the trophy for the greatest number of pr.rticipr.nts. 
Hike Hoogr.sirn of Sr.n Frrn. won the Junior's trophy rnd the Women's 
title went to ins. H, Bartholomew of Hoy word. The Sonoma Cup wr.s won 
by Hiss Hr.rir.n Brr.ckenridgo of Sonoma. Other results were: 

A Division; Ostr.p Bender, Sr.crr.nonto; B Division: Robert Obcrg, 
Richmond; C Division Richr.rd Tr.lly, Sr.n Francisco. The Redwood City 
Chess Club won the General Dcr.n Tr .phy for making the best score for 
four representatives. Group winners (or.ch receiving book prizes) 
were: Hike Hoogasion, 3.F.; Kris Krr.ft, Hill Vo.lley; Mrs, M. Barth¬ 

olomew, Hr.ywr.rd, Mrs V/. M» Bettencourt, Pedro Volley, N or non Wood,. 
Sr.ntr. Rose.; R* Thr.ckor, Richmond; Gunner Rasmussen, Vallejo; 0 Bonder 
Sr.crr.mcnto; J, Pr.ckr.rd, Vallejo; M, Feldstcin, Richmond; Robert 
Turner, Berkeley, Anos Knock, Redwood City, George Fouko, S.F., 

James Schnerl (our new Problem Editor, Hurrahi) Piedmont; Dick Tally, 
S.F.; Dr. Glen W. Kent, Walnut Crook; Lars Lunn, Stanford; Ben Wong, 
S.F.; Eric Brent, S.F.; William Gowan, Hill Valley; Kaury Holmes, 
Oakla nd; Richard Shorman, Oriel and; H i c ha cl Ewell, S. F ,; Wn. Koenig, 
Oriel and; Larry O'Doon, Vallejo; E, Fish, S.F.: Robert Oberg, Rich¬ 
mond; Jim Gough, S.F.; Dr. £. Schnoor, Redwood City; Henry King, S.F. 
L.S.Hey^r, Potter Valley; Chas, Loveland, Fairfax; Ron I-lorris, San 
Leandro; Jules Kalisch, S.F.; R. Roslin, Palo Alto; W. Scavoy, Corte 
Hadera; Robert Hughes, Los Altos; David Bartholomew, Palo Alto; 

J. Hcyncnann, Belvedere; Warren Clifford, S.F,: Frank Lynch, S.F.; 
Pater Clcghorn, Redwood City; Wool Baggett, San Bruno; Robert Dickin¬ 
son, Redwood City; L. Tullis, S. F.:; R.Allen, San Carlos; Leroy 
Turner, Concord; Frank Weinberg, Oakland; Vic. Lombardi, S.F.; Don 
Sutherland, 8.F.; Michael Mattonborg, Berkeley, Dr, L, Dickstein, 

0 riel and. And apologia -' to all wh osc names wo have spelled wrongly 


i 


Well, wc hold up the magazine until wo had this information and 
now we find wo have so little extra space to toll you what a wonderful 
tine everone had. The only criticism we heard was that time was so 
short and everything was so rushed that it ought to be made a two 
day or oven a week's affair, A criticism .with which we agree as 

we note that quite a minor British Chess Tourna; ont was recently held 
at Whitby, England, and lasted a full two weeks. What is wron;_ with 
the way wo live in California that we cannot o the same thing????? 


There is only room to say that the event was its usual success 
and that the only improvement could be that it should be bigger and 
longer. 




CH^SS CHIT CHAT 


George Koltanowski gave me the 
following interesting problem. 
Black to move and mate in ten. 


Did you know that, at the end of 
the 15th Century, each pawn had its 
own special name? These were: 







KR Pawn 
KN Pawn 
ICB Pawn 
K Pawn 
Q, Pawn 
Q.B Pawn 
QN Pawn 
QR Pawn 


Peasant 

Blacksmith 

Notary 

Merchant 

Doctor 

Innkeeper 

Policeman 

Hobo 


A chessplaying friend uses the 
following nomenclature for his pawns. 
The initial letters denote the file 
in the algebraic notation: 


Que en 1 s P awns 

""Accountant 
Beauty specialist 
Cook 

Dishwasher 
King's Pawns_ 

iDscutchco.n-benrer 


Now I did not do more than make 
a mental note of it at the time 
and. it is possible that the posi¬ 
tion is not quite correct. However 
the interesting point is that it 
is the longest Chess Problem I 
have encountered. Does anyone 
know of a problem longer than a 
ten-mover? If so, kindly send it 
along. Also, In working out the 
problem shown above, it occurred 
to me that it would not be too 
difficult to work backwards a bit 
and expand it into a t welve-mover 
or even a fifteen-mover. I will 
give a small prize for the best 
extension of the problem. 

a-:. -» ■»* v. ; hh : it 

Have you heard the story of 
Oscar Ughnik who beat all-comers 
in a Russian Chess Tournament held 
in a horse-racing stronghold? He 
failed to pass the saliva test and 
was disqualified - Benzedrine in 
his Raspberry Soda) ) 


Footman 

Gamekeeper 

Horsekeeper 

The ingenuity here is that the 
pawns on the Queen's side pertain 
to a Queen's activities, while the 
pawns on the King's side pertain 
to a King's activities. 



The following poem has been rec¬ 
eived from a reader: 

€ * 

0D3 TC CAIS3A 

Gather round fellow members 

of C.F.N.C. 

To hear a success story that's 

happening to me. 

While we've just lost the house, 
the mortgage was due. 
You can't keep your eye on a 

star and do otherthings too. 
The Finance Company rues the day, 
that wasn't too far 
When it sent out the Sheriff 

to seize our hew car. 


imii i: -s; i-;; 


(continued next page) 











CHESS CHIT CHAT 
(continued) 


Ode to Caissa (continued) 

The tires were shot, things were 

missing quite a few. 
They couldn't start it, cause the 
engine was too. 

Our friends are all gone, the boss 

was a slob 

He had no sense of humor if I was 
late on the job. 

But the crux of the story, I'm 
sure you'll agree 
I'll be top of the Chess Ladder 
before I'm 93 1 

A. C, Pla.yer 

_ * _ *•_■» _ _ 

We were somewhat amused and 
startled to read on page 125 of 
"The California Chess Reporter" 
that eligibility for the U.S, 
Junior Championship is "Born on 
or after July 9, 1958. How young 
do people start playing Chess 
these days? 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 


to the United Air Lines, Inter¬ 
national Air Port, South San Fran¬ 
cisco, and helped a group there 
form a. new Chess Club. The new 
group are most enthusiastic and 
are looking forward to entering a 
team or teams in the ’Winter League. 

It was unanimously voted tha.t each 
member of the club join Chess Friends 
of Northern California. The officers 
are Roger Dickinson, President; 

Victor Lomba.rdl , V-P . ; W. Potter, 

Sdct , -Treasurer. We heartily 
welcome this now group to our organ¬ 
ization. 


We also have nows of a new and 
'somewhat different Chess Club being 
strtod in Berkeley with the name of 
The Hades Chess Club. Copies of 
the amusing brochure may be obtained 
from John Mephistopheles Fitz, 

1130 Spruce Street, Berkeley, Calif. 
All members will also be members of 
"Chess Fiends of Northern California" 


We have recently subscribed to 
a wonderful new Chess magazine 
called "LEAVES OF CHESS". It Is 


The Carroll Ogden Chess Club 
completed its summer tournament with 
close to 50 participants. The Final 
results were: 


quite different to anything else 
now published for woodpushers It 
only costs £1.00 a year and you can 
get all the back numbers for another 
buck. If you can appreciate the 
finer things of life, send off now 
to: LEAVES OF CHESS, Box 158, 

Cathedral Station, New York 25. 


We are apparently making some 
small dent on the Chess World a.s 
the July 5 edition of "Chess Life" 
starts a "Swap Shop" section and 
very kindly gives credit to Chess 
in Action for originating the idea. 


Group A Winner (trophy) J. Kalisch 
B Winner (trophy) F. Lynch 
Second (trophy) C. Butler 
Books a.lso wont to W. Crabtree, 

P. Vayssio, and E. Jaruzel. 

Group C Winner (trophy) J. Johnson 

Second (trophy) Dr. J. Tobin 
A book went to I. Warner . 

Tho Carroll Ogden Choss Club 
meets every Thursday night at the 
farina Junior High School, Bay and 
Fillmore Streets, San Francisco, 
in tho cafeteria on tho 1st Floor. 

A cordial invitation is extended to 
all Chess players to visit the Club 
when in meeting. 
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We hear from George K. that, 
on Wednesday, July 2nd, he wont 


CHESS CHIT CHAT 
{continued) 


Tho Word "CHESS" 

A render neks if there is any 
connection between the name of 
the Goddess of Choss, Cr.issr., end 
the French word "caisso, moaning 
a box or chest? C-^n r.ny one answer 
this? 


V.'hilo -on this subject, did you 
know thr.t tho word "chess" also 
morns: - 

(1) One of tho floor plonks of a 
pontoon bridge, and 

(2) Any of several brome grosses, 
especially tho wher.tfield \^ood 
"Bromus Sccalraus". 

. o V. tc vi.'v i'c*/. i. 

h v e r.ro happy to r.nnounco thr.t, 
commencing with tho next issue of 
"Chess in Action", hr. Jaraos Schraorl 
of 20 Greonbr.nk Avenue, Piedmont 11, 
California, will bo our Problem 
Editor. 

ACRE NEV.'S ABOUT GEORGE 


r.n example to nil Chess Editors 
r.nd sellers of chossbooks or choss 
services. The orgr.nizr.tion of 
"CHES3" not only offer you books 
r.nd ctjipment r.t pri ces fr.r below 
tho so prevailing in the U.S. out 
they r.lso offer you services thr.t 
r.ro virtur.lly unobtr.inr.blo on this 
side of the Atlantic. 


For instr.nco, they will ropr.ir 
your ivory chessmen, or roplr.ee a 
missing piece, r.t modest cost. They 
will mo.kc you r. box for your sot; 
they will arrange subscriptions to 
chess journals published in any. 
lr.ngur.go in r.ny country; they will 
supply you with my odd bits of 
informr.tion (for cxr.mplo, I obtained 
tho r.ddross of J . C .Thompson, origi¬ 
nator of "Tho H1 ppopotrims" opening, 
from Hr. ’food) r.nd they will do 
,this so promptly r.nd with such 
courtesy thr.t it is r. joy to do 
business with them. Amoricm .Choss 

orgr.nizr.tions plor.se note r.nd roply 
to some of those letters I wro^o 
you three months r.go. 

■>: -J' %'#*».« * 




hr. and Krs. Koltnnowski will 
soon be leaving for tho wilds of 
fiirmco^ie to direct tho U.S. Op on 
Choss Championship, r.ftor which, 
he is going to Borgor r.nd Houston, 
Texas , to direct tournaments there . 
Never r. dull moment I 

You r.re r.lso invited to hcr,r r. 
now series of x^eekly chess progrr.ms 
conducted by George on Station 
K A F E, Oakland (FM at 98.1 mes, ) 
Those arc on Friday evenings at 
7.30, boginning September 12th. 
Improve and enjoy your game. Play 
against the master. Frizes for 
points . 


We have just been delighted to 
experience some real Ola V/orld 
airv 1 uu, uuurtosy, and efficiency 
from Mr. B.H, Wood, of "CHESS", 
Sutton Coldf ini d 9 Fnal “hhrt i n 


Me have some ontrants for tho Silver 
Knight postal tournament (seo our 
last edition) and also tho Choss 
Friends Knock-Out Tourney. We are 
holding the money until we got a fow 
more entrants » WILL ANYONE WHO 
FISHES TO PLAY PLEASE LOOK UP OUR 
LAST EDITION AND SEND IN THEIR ENTRIES 
RIGHT AWAY . THANKS. 

«^*«**KH*--<-**r 
Duo to technical difficulties 
in making a. water-proof board, the 
Underwater Chess Tournament has been 
postponed until la .to August or 
early September. Tho board, made 
of aluminium A galvanized steel is 
now ready . Those who have express¬ 
ed interest, will bo notified of the 
exact time and place. 

* * * *-: 4 : # 


LETTERS to the editor 
D err 3ir: 

Did you'obtain your previous 
editing experience working for 
"HAD" ? 

C.F.N.C. 

Gentlemen: 

The strength of our Editor 
lies in his lust to expend. He 
is a -statically weak Editor who, 
however, notwithstanding his 
weelm ess, is imbued with dynamic 
strength. 

Nirazo-Fan 


MOTHER G-COSE CHESS 
The following gome, ployed in 
the British Championship ot 
Stratford-on-Avon, is interesting¬ 
ly mnotr.tcd by Dr. J. Schumor 
with extracts from Nursery Rhymes. 

W. Winter H.B, Ubor 

White Black 

1. P - Q.4 P - Cl4 

Tweedledum and twoedlodoo res¬ 
olved to have a battle;.. 

2. N - KB3 N - KB3 

3. P - B4 P - B3 

4. N - B3 B - B4 

This is the priest all shaven 
and shorn. 

3. Q- N3 Q - N3 

And -his is the maiden all forlorn 

6. P - B5 

There camea big spider 
And sat down beside her, 

Q - B2 

And frigh toned I-ii ss Huff ot away. 

7. B - B4 

"Where are you going, my 
pretty maid?" 

Q - Bl 

"I'm not going to marry you, 

Sir," she said. 

8. P - K3 N - R4 

He wont to shoot a wild duck 
But wild duck flow away. 

Says Simon, "I can’t hit him. 
Because he will not stay." 

9. B x N R x B 


This is the cat that killed 

the rat 

That ate the malt 

That lay in the house that 

Jack built. 

10. Q - R4 N - KB3 

G for the gee-gees which run up 
end down 

11. a x RP 

Taffy was a thief; 

Tcffy came to my house 
And stole a piece of beef. 

N - Q2 

(throat R - R1) 

This put Lr. Frog in a terrible 

fright. 


12. 

Q . - R4 


Ho 

took up his 

hat and wished 


them 

good-night. 


1 

P - ICB3 

13. 

N - R4 

3 - K3 

14. 

B - Q3 

B - B2 

15. 

Castles KR 

P-KN3 

16. 

P - 34 

B - N2 

17. 

P - B5 

P - KN4 

18. 

N - B3 

Castles 

19. 

0 - B2 

B - R3 

The: 

re was a bee 

sat on a wall; 

He 

said he could hum and that 

was all. 

20. 

P - KN4 



Birds of a feather flock together. 

K - R1 

K for a King, once mighty and 

grand; 

Too much fighting ho could not 

stand. 


21. 

P - 

K4 

P 

X 

p 

22. 

N x 

KP 

R 

— 

Q1 

23. 

B - 

B4 

B 

X 

B 

24. 

Q x 

B 

N 

— 

Bl 

25. 

OR - 

- K1 

R 

— 

Q2 

26. 

R - 

K2 

Q. 

— 

F2 

27. 

P - 

KR4 

P 

X 

P 

28. 

P - 

N5 

B 

X 

F 


Three little-nigger boys walking 

in the Zoo; 

29. N(B3) X B P x N 

30. N x P 

A big boar hugged one and then 
there wore two. 





R - 

- Q4 

31. 

R 

- N2 

P - 

- K3 

32. 

P 

x P 

N - 

- N3 

33. 

R 

- B7 

Q - 

- Ql 

34. 

R 

x P Ch. 

IC - 

- K1 


Continued somewhere else 



MOTHER GOOSE CHESS continued 

j- — r< ■ r 4 

But whore I r„m I must be 
And where I would be I cannot. 

35. R - R8 Ch. N X R 

36. N - B7 dis. check. 

There wr.s a horse going to the 

mill 

\.hon he went on, ho stood not 

still. 

K - B1 


37. 

N x Q 


A ma 

n stretched 1 

his mouth to 


its 

utmost extent 

And 

down at one 

gulp, house and 


old 

women went. 



QR x N 

38. 

Q ~ K2 

K - K2 

39. 

Q - K3 

R - K1 

40. 

R - N7 Ch. 

K - Q1 

41. 

Q-QR3 

Resigns 

Not 

all the King 

’s horses, 


nor all the King's men 
Could sot Hunpty Dunpty together 
again. 

■Krfc i'r^-ft vv>vi:v Si:-JHI v it-'It *1' v 


CHESS GAIIES 

The recording of a game of chess 
is analogous to a newshawks reput¬ 
ing of the tidos of a real war, and, 
just as in real life, some battles 
turn out to be epics, others are of 
interest to strategists only, a few 
might have their humourous sido, 
and, of course, there arc plenty 
chat arc just plain dull. 

Now most of oho master s ^..nics, 
such as the recent Botvinnik-Snyslov 
contest are primarily of interest 
to the strategists - the players 
with top ambitions. But there are 
plenty of games that should be pub¬ 
lished for their interest, their 
humour, and beee.uso they are closer 
to the way the average player plays. 
Even B. and S. made their mistakes, 
(for example, Game 1. Uhy did not 
Botvinnik play 19* ...P-N5 and win 
a pawn? He won anyway, so why 
worry, but it just goes to show. 

But, for those reasons, wo intend 
to print interesting (rather than 
just model) typos of games._ 



N STANDS FOR NOTHING (Continued) 

\!h lie we arc discussing c h an go 
scrap the ugly word "Rook" which 
of European origin, or a sharpie 
i. so much pleasanter to the ear, 

and is so much more descriptive. _ . . _ 

of "Chess Life", "R” is so like "K" and ”N" (or "H") while M C" is 
quite distictivc. 


s in terminology, why do wo not 
Nebstor defines as a corvine bird 
or swindler! The word "Castle" 
comes to the lips so much easier. 
Furthermore, to adopt the arguments 




















PAWN BLITZKRIEG 


The following game was played by the 
Barao de BoicInjnga and -’Ht Sultan of 
Qumquat. The sirocco was blowing and 

EVEN THE FOUNTAIN IN THE COURTYARD SEEMED 
JUST ABOUT TO DRY UP WITH THE INTENSE HEAT * 

White Black 

Sultan of Qumquat Barao de B* 

L P - Q4 

BB, who liked the French Defence when 

HIS OPPONENT OPENED WITH P — K4, HAD JUST 
BKKM b'lMUYINQ THE FrA NO0-!NDI AN DEFENCE 

ano so he replied: 

P - KJ 

The Sultan's book move is, 2. P-Q64 but 
apparently the Sultan did not know this. 


15. Q - Kr 

Apparently to try and get the Knight 

OUT OF THE CORNER. 

Q - N5 

1 6. B — Q1 ? 

White throws away a third pawn! 

QN x P 

Black is now three pawns ahead! 

17. B - R4 Gh. 1 

A USELESS MOVE * BLACK WOULD WILLINGLY 

exchange Bishops by B - Q2- However? 

HAVING DEC IDED TO LEAVE HIS KfNG IN THE 
CENTER TO GUARD THE PAWN CHAIN? HE 

prefers: 

K - B2 

IS. N X N N X N 


2 . P - Kk 

This was just what BB wanted, of course* 


White is just scared and has no 

PROPER AND COHERENT FLAN OF DEFENDE. 


% P - 
4. P - QB5 

(See Col. 7 6, Page 
ro mere, is exactly 


P - q4 

P - QB4 
N - QBJ 

MO, MCO( 9 ) wh 1 on , 

T HE SAME POSITION). 


5 . 8 - K5 Q - N5 

Mow WE GET AWAY FROM THE BOOK. 

6. Q - Q2 P - B5 

7. N - BJ KN - K2 


Here? Black is tempting White 

TO TAKE the QBP , BELIEVING THAT THIS 
WOULD SOON GIVE HfM COMPLETE CONTROL 
OF THE CENTER, WHITE RESISTS THE 
TEMPTATjON. 


S. P X K P ? 

9 . P - uh ?? 

10. P - ftfc- 

11. P -B 5 

12. B - K2 

Wh I TE I S' JUST 
IVELY ENOUGH. B 
STRONGER. 


NP K P 
P x NP 
N - b4 
q - r4 

NOT PLAYING AGGRESS” 
~ Q5 WOULD HAVE BEEN 


P - 

15 . 0 - O' - ■ P x P 

White throws away yet another Pawn! 


i4. R - BJ P - B5l 

Black has now really bottled White 

UP AND HAG TWO GOOD ATTACKS GOING - 
ONE IN THE CORNER AND ANOTHER AGAINST 

WhiTE 1 S QP, 

( 3 ee Opposite column for position after 

(4th moves).... 


1.9. Q - Q2 p - K4 

20. Q - Qf B - KB4 

Black counters White's threat of 

CHECK. 

21. B x N Q x B 

Black now threatens the QR and? 
AFTER B — B4 AND KR — Nl , A MATING 
attack. With three pawns up, he has 

NO FEAR OF AN EXCHANGE OF QUEENS EVEN 

though this would mess his pawn chain 
up a little. Have you ever seen such 
a complete taking over of control of 
the center? 


22. 

N - Q.2 

B - B4 

25. 

Q - K2 

KR - Nl 

24. 

K - R t 

Q \ P 

25. 

Res 1 gns. 













EVEN HOMER NODS 


Continuing our scries in goofs of the great. 

Our second example is a comedy of errors caused sy time pressure acting 

TO THE DISADVANTAGE OF BOTH PLAYERS. 


Black - Showalter , 12 pcs .. 



White - Bardeleben, - i2 pcs. 


In this position) which occurred in a game played in the Munich 
Tournament of 1900, the moves were as follows: 

17, . B - N3 Check 

IS. K - Rl B x P 

19* P x B Q x P 

20. Resigns. 

But what is the reply if White moves his Rook to his Bishop's square 

on TF' fOTH MOVE? It WOULD SEEM THAT THE MOST BLACK CAN ACHIEVE IS A 

DRAWN GAME BY PERPETUAL CHECK, I.Ei 1“ 

20. R - Bl R X P Check 

21. K - N2 R - R7 Check, etc. 

If 21.. 3 - R5» then Q - 84 and, 

Black has a difficult ano a very' dubious 

The comedy of errors is made complete by the fact that Black misses the 

OPPORTUN VVY TO FORCE A WIN QN THE ( 7tH MOVE. 17* . Q~ CHECK; 

IS. K - R| (Q - KJ on R - K5 loses the exchange), B x P; 19. P x B R x P Ch. 

20. K - N2, Q - N5 Check, etc. 

If IS. K - B! , then R - B5 Check; 19. K - K2 8 x N; 20. P x B , R - B7 Ch. 

21. K - Bl, B - N5 Check; 22. P X 8, Q x P Check; 23 . B - K2, R - Ql ano 

wins. i 


AFTER THE EXCHANGE OF QUEENS, 
END!NG, 













NOTES from the Desk of the Tournament Director, 

The Summer League Inter-Group Matches this year have aiabled a number 
of C.F.N.C. Clubs to engage in play for the first time. This has been 
brought about with the combination of the Peninsula and part of the El 
Camino Real as one league, Marin and the remaining half of the El 
Camino Real as another league and by banding the entire Eastbay from 
Concord to Hayward, Here are the results to 3/12/53: 


Combined League - Walnut-Sequoia 

Berkeley Is 

Concord Is 

Hayward 1 

Pleasant Hill Is 

Richmond 1 

Richmond Rooks 
Shell Dev, 1 . 

Mar in-El Camino Real 

Capablanca 1 

Colie 1 

Lasker 1 

Morphy San Quentin 1 
Westlake 0 

Pen insula-El Cam ino Real 
Evans h 

Morphy 1 

Reti 0 

Staunton Is 


The schedule for summer play should be completed by the middle of 
October, In the planning stage is the Annual East-West C.F.N.C, 
Match to see which side of the bay wins the San Francisco Chronicle 
Plaque for 1953, We expect the date to be the last Sunday of Octo¬ 
ber, We shall confirm the date by mail. The trophies for the Win¬ 
ners of the Summer League will be awarded at the East-West Match, 

The WINTER LEAGUE has great promise! There vail be two additional 
teams (and a possible third) for the Peninsula League, In the East- 
bay we have promise of a new group to join the seven already playing. 
Remember! any team is welcome to join our Inter-Group Match Play— 
the only requirement is JOIN C.F.N.C, Just let us know if you are 
interested in organizing a team, 'We are available to get you going 
and we shall point out the advantages of CHESS FRIENDS of NORTHERN 
CALIFORNIA. 

WELCOME to the Monterey Peninsula Chess Club which was visited and 
rated by George Koltanowski, our Field Director and Advisor, on the 
24-th of July. They meet on Wednesday night at 3:00 P.M. at HOUSE 
of FOUR WINDS, 540 Calle Principal, Monterey. Those interested in 
joining write: Mrs, Helen Bennett, P.0. Box 3031, Carmel. 

SHALL WE MEET at the EAST-WEST MATCH? 


William S. Stevens 


HOW IS YOUR RATING FIGURED? 


by C. HcGinlcy 


The numerical rating system of Chess Friends has 1 been in operation for 
over two years, but a brief outline of the method will still'be of in¬ 
terest. Since at the beginning it was advantageous to gather as much 
data as was available, chief tournaments, individual matches and events 
not limited to members of Chess Friends were used in computing ratings. 
Due to the amount of work involved and to the fact that the ratings arc 
now reasonably well stabilized, the decision has been made to limit 
rating computations to official Chess Friends' interclub matches and 
tournaments. The data received from these events is now more than 
adequate to keep our ratings current. 


The method used is this: It is based on a 40 point change in rating 
for a win or a loss tempered by 20$ of the difference in the rating 
of the contestants. In the ease of a draw, the lower ranking player 
gains twenty percent of the difference and the higher ranking player 
loses twenty percent. For example: A player with a rating of 1850 
wins from a B player with a rating of 1780. The A player gains 26 
points (40-14) for a new rating of 1876; the B player loses 26 points 
for a new rating of 1754. Had the A player lost, he would have lost 
54 points (40 plus 14), and the B player would have gained 54 points. 
Had the game been a draw, the B player would have gained 14 points,. 
and the A player lost l4 points. The maximum amount that can be gain¬ 
ed or lost on a single game is 80 points Cor in the case of a draw, 

40 points). Changes in ratings take effect in the Spring and Fall 
after the league results are complete, but for the records, a.player's 
rating changes after every game he plays, making the application of 
the 20$ differential more realistic. 





I will be happy to answer any inquiries about your rating< 
a card to 27*63 Chelsea Drive, Oakland, 11, Calif. 


afc * £ & 3$= 


Just drop 

. r 0i ... i 
. ' ■ 

■ 


U Hi ■. 


N EW U. a . ■ O PEN CHAMPIO N 


. 

E.C. Cobo Arteaga won the U.S.Opcn Tournament held at Rochester, Minn¬ 
esota, August 4th to 16th with a score of 10 out of a possible 12^ 
points.^ Larry Evans, R.N.Stcinmeycr and Donald Byrne were next with 
9..5 points. One hundred and thirty-nine players participated.’ George 
Koltanowski wa.s Tournament .Director ana was ably assisted by the IBM 
6?0 Electronic Data Processing Kachinc. 


^ ^ Sjc # 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Whafs your opinion? Do you like "IP' for Knight or would you perf cr 


"H" for Norse? Why not write in and let us know. 


Officers of Chess Friends of Northern California: 

President: Jens Lloyd Lund 3361 Mildred Lane Lafayette AT 4'-4003 
Vice-Pres: Charles T.licGinlcy 2763 Chelsea Dr, Oakland KE 4-8599 
Secretary-Treasurer: Mrs. Anna Lund (same as above) 

Organization Director: George Koltanowski 200 Alhambra S.F, JO 7-2410 
Tournament Director: William S. Stevens 2005 3?th Avc. S.F. LO 4-7324 








THE PROBLEM PAGE 

A Csmrctiticn with Prizes 
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CHESS FRIENDS of NORTHERN CALIF. 


Inter-Group Matches Summer 

i2SS 


LEAGUE TEAM 

PLACE 

MATCH 

SCORE 

Eastbav Richmond Rooks* 

I 

54 


Berkeley* 

II 

4 


Concord 

III 

3 

(171) 

Hayward 

IV 

3 

(17) 

Pleasant Hill 

V 

2 4 


Richmond 

VI 

2 


Shell Development 

VII 

1 


*********** ******************************************. 

T* P ■"!' 1 T*X 

Marin- 

El CaminoReal Mornhv S.O.* 

I 

4 


Colle* 

II 

2 


Lasker 

III 

li 

(lli) 

Capablanca 

IV 

ii 

(74) 

Westlake 

V 

0 




Peninsula- 

El CaminoReal Staunton* 

I 

2 I 


Morphy Redwood City 

* II 

2 


Evans 

III 

14 


Reti 

IV 

0 



* Trophy 


* * * * * * * * X: * * * * * * * ******** ***** * ** ****** ********** XX XXX ******* 

FLASH' FLASHJ 

As vrcgo to press—Annual East-West Match-East 10, West 19’ 










